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CEYLON. 

Uy  roiiKul   Walter  A.  XiConarU,  Coluuiliu. 

Oflicial  btatistics  coverini^  the  trade  of  Ceylon  for  191G  were  not 
available  until  late  in  1917.  The  colony's  trade  for  the  year  was  the 
largest  in  its  history,  oflicial  returns  showing  an  increase  of  approxi- 
mately 15  per  cent  in  value  over  the  jn-cvious  record  year  of  1915. 
This  condition  of  prosperity  was  due  largely  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  exports  of  rubber  and  graphite.  Ceylon  is  fortunate  in  pro- 
ducing staple  products  which  arc  in  constant  demand  and  tlio 
majorit}'  of  which  are  war  necessities.  Toward  the  end  of  December, 
1910,  the  trade  of  the  colony  suffered  on  account  of  difficulty  in 
financing  the  export  trade,  a  shortage  of  available  bank  credit  having 
been  brought  about  by  tlie  restricted  sale  of  India  Council  T5ills  in 
London. 

Trade  Returns  for  10  Years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  value  of  Ceylon's  imports 
and  exports  (excluding  specie  and  coal  for  steamers)  for  the  10 
years,  1907-19K5 : 


Year. 

Imports.    !    Exports.    1 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1907 

$3S, 9.52, 093     .?4 1,971.. 373  ' 
39,717,260       41.8.39:(>2.-i 

1912 

5.53,880,61.5 
60,368,312 
.5.5, 905,  .553 
53,089,540 

S64,5I7,602 

1908 

1913 

7.5,588,731 

1909 .  .  . 

40,697,439 
48,728,475 
50,931,526 

47,659,140  ; 
.54,008,935 
58,568,763  ' 

1 

1911 

70,844,514 

1910 

1915 

SS.  092.  Oitt 

1911 .  . 

1916 

68,617,895       9fi.  .5-20. 83.5 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  in  191G  was 
chiefly  due  to  enhanced  prices,  owing  to  the  war,  and  larger  pur- 
chases of  rice,  cotton  goods,  fertilizers,  metals,  metal  ware,  motoi- 
vehicles,  and  haberdashery.  Of  the  total  exports  in  191G,  $92,410,937 
represents  the  value  of  Ceylon  produce  and  $4,109,898  that  of  im- 
ported goods  reexported. 
Trade  with  United  Kingdom  an  Important  Factor. 

The  I'nited  Kingdom,  which  until  1910  had  been  well  ahead  in  the 
share  of  trade  with  Ceylon,  now  enjoys  only  a  slightly  better  share 
than  the  British  possessions  and  foreigni  countries,  respectively. 
This  change  has  been  brought  about  chiefly  by  the  large  exports  of 
rubber,  tea,  and  graphite  to  the  United  States  and  by  increased  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  and  Japan.  It  is  significant  that  both 
of  these  countries  now  stipj^ly  goods  of  a  greater  value  than  Germany 
ever  did  before  the  Avar,  the  total  value  for  Japan  and  the  United 
States  for  the  vear  1910  being  $2,903,089  and  $2,509,000,  respectively, 
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as  compare(.I  Avith  Germany's  share  of  $1,953,899  in  1913.  In  1916 
the  United  States  took  28  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  exports,  compared 
with  1*^  per  ^ent  in  1915  and  14  per  cent  in  1914,  but  shared  only 
."5.5  per  Aont'of  Cevlon's  imports,  compared  with  2.5)  per  cent  in  1915 
and  lX\ii<v  cent  in  1914. 

The  Viiited  Kinirdom  k'ads  in  the  foreign  tracU'  with  Ceylon,  shar- 
inii'  nearly  •)5  per  cent  oi  the  total  value  of  imports  and  exports  in 
l!>l(i.  The  Ignited  States  ranked  second  for  the  first  time,  havinp; 
shared  IS  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  foreign  trade.  In  1915  the  share  of 
the  United  States  was  13  per  cent  and  in  1914  only  8.5  per  cent. 
British  India  ranked  third  in  191G,  and  France  rose  from  seven- 
teenth place  in  1915  to  sixth  in  191G,  the  rise  being  due  to  increased 
purchases  of  Ceylon  produce,  chiefly  tea,  rubber,  copra,  cardamoms, 
and  cinnamon. 

The  United  Kingdom,  and  British  possessions  enjoyed  G7  per  cent 
of  Ceylon's  trade  in  191C,  Nvhile  foreign  countries  shared  the  re- 
mainder, more  than  half  of  which  was  accredited  to  the  United 
States. 

It  will  be  noted  that  Germany  still  appears  in  the  statistics,  but  the 
small  trade  accredited  to  this  country  is  accounted  for  by  the  dis- 
posal of  prize  goods  during  the  year. 

Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  trade  of  Ceylon 
(including  specie)  with  the  principal  countries  of  the  world  in  1915 
and  1916 : 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1915 


1916 


Exports  to. 


1915 


1916 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom.. 

Australasia 

British  Africa 

British  America... 

British  India 

Burma 

Hongkone 

Maliiivc  Islands... 

Straits  Settlements 

.\ii.stria-Hungary 

■  Bclidum 

Horneo 

riiiiia-. 

Denmark 

France 

<;ermany 

India  (not  British) 

Italy 

Japan 

.'ava 

Mozunitiique 

Netherlands 

Norwiiy 

t'rrsia 

I'hilippines 

Itussia: 

In  Asia 

In  Europe 

'  n 

■■^"nziTland 

I'nito'l  States 

Allf.thcr 

Total 


311; 


630,980 

623,506 

8.53,885 

1,380 

,288,776 

,650,605 

522,860 

735,998  ■ 

1,528,270 

S,600 

30,  G13 

301,0:5fi 

399,337 

43,369 

337,727 

98,147 

217,  om 

112,1(57 
,711.822 
,171,395 
1 
329,066 
UK).  999 
•itM,  >tlO 

(;,s(K)  i 
ii,4a5 

198 

•111,  129 
i().r,c,.> 
l.Vl,.3.'):{ 
isn,.i73 
..'J07,a*3 
243,998 


J15,310,683 

738,987 

476, 849 

8,8,58 

26,673,671 

10,062,989 

587,975 

769,908 

5,512,012 

9,326 

39,932 

880, 824 

384,788 

20,822 

353,598 

13,775 

251,676 

156,996 

2,963,089 

1,057,911 

175, 843 

."■XJ.eiS 

293,481  I 

321,426 

5,253  I 

3,5,034 
184,050 
3.30,854  I 

29,1'31  (- 
196,792 
2.>t,2W  I 
2,509,606 
239, 93  i 


$47,711,755 

6,081,510 

1,532,721 

1,533,747 

2,751,250 

17,749 

55, 925 

66,009 

372, 755 


37 

6,166 

1,246,406 

1,843,138 

797,606 


22,787 

47,  .063 

179.300 

6,078 

39,722 
814,110 
776. 20,-) 

l.><,268 
113,501 

1,779,141 

3,471,477 

1.097 

196,604 

10,979 

.4,769 

17,074,769 

118,808 


$42,733,784 

5,228,555 

1,802,397 

957,805 

3,404,328 

34,812 

314,036 

89,466 

307,  W2 


23,508 
I,618,92S 
1,313,785 
4,699,250 


24,277 
161,352 
309,396 
0,778 
102,075 


172,853 

151 

194.973 

l,83S,50a 

3,858,187 

1,180 

116,861 

2,810 

7,125 

27,1U,314 

04,123 


54,649,510 


71,386,355 


88,692,670 


96,532,269 
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The  total  valiio  of  Ceylon's  imi^oits    (iiRliKliiio-  specie)    in   11)10 
was  $71,385.35.'),  as  ronipnred  >Yitli  $54.041). 510  in  r.»15.  an  inoroasc  of 
$10,735,845. 
Imports  by  Articles. 

A  clas.silie(l  lijst  of  the  principal  articles  imported,  with  their  <jiuui- 
tities  and  values,  for  the  years  1915  and  1016  is  given  in  llie  folloAv- 
inff  table : 


191o 


Articles. 


1910 


Animals,  live number. 

Food  and  drink: 

Bacon hundredweight . 

r.cer  and  ale gallons. 

IJisciiil  s pounds . 

iUiltor do... 

( "otrce do. . . 

( 'onfoL-l  ioncry . .  ^ do — 

(  urrv stuffs hundredweight. 

Fish— 

Oiued do — 

Tinned pounds. , 

Other hundredweight . , 

Flour,  wheal do — 

Fruit- 
Fresh do.  1 . . 

Trcscrvcd do 

i:hco do 

I ;  rain- 
Beans do 

( !ram do 

Oats do 

Faddy do 

I'eas do 

Rice do 

Ham do 

-Meat,  frozen do 

Millc,  preserved 

Onions ^ hundredw  eight . 

,  Fotatoes do 

Seeds,  sesame do 

.Spirits — 

Brandy gallons. . 

<;in do 

Whisky do ... . 

Sugar hundredweight. 

^         Wine— Champagno gallons. , 

Miiuufaciured  articles: 

Acids do 

Automobiles number. . 

Books do 

iiran hundicdweight. . 

Bricks  and  tiles number. . 

Candles hundredweight. . 

(  asks  and  shocks numlwr . . 

Cement .' hundredweight. . 

( 'hemists'  sundries do 

<  liinawaro do 

( 'yclrs  and  parts 

ICarthcmvare pieces. . 

!•:  loot  rical  goods hundredweight. . 

Embroidery yards. . 

Fxplosives 

Fancy  art  iclcs cases . . 

Fumilurc  pieces. . 

<  i  lass hundredweight . . 

liunny  bags do 

I  lalKjrdashery 

1  lats  and  bonnets cases. . 

Jewelry 

Lamps uumlxjr. . 

[.oaincr  goods 

Machinery hundredweight . . 

Matches gross  boxes. . 

Mu'^if'al  instruments 

I'aintcrs'  colors hundredweight . . 

I'aper reams.. 

Ferfumcry gallons. . 

I'oona?— Sosamo humlredwriphl . . 


Quantity. 


119,992 

1,303 
l.")2,39(j 
660,395 
400,480 
1,522,096 
952,612 
210,37:$ 

243,119 

362, 663 

78, 594 

108,558 

7,523 
11,414 
3,170 

52,307 

87,135 

20,518 

559,042 

190,571 

7,173,778 

1,325 

5,590 


257,947 
102,195 
30,725 

40,638 

76,085 

105,581 

407,762 

2,142 

13,362 

273 

595,694 

58,020 

1.549,  .369 

12,350 

20,035 

331,. 372 

9,561 

9,150 


1,514,96,5 

2,163 

1,087,111 


8,213 
0,404 
18,041 
15,111 


748 


l.Vi,9S5 


112,045 
354,2.59 


12,239 

IJO,  IM 

1.761 

i:c.,02<" 


Value. 


$197,694 

40, 968 
113,659 
125,501 
110,155 
274, 3a5 
126,833 
805,020 

038,677 
47,833 
7:36,109 
497,374 

26, 720 
80,467 
11,152 


115, 
1(2, 
61, 
000, 
439, 
.  432, 
39, 

.s7; 

1»12, 
244, 
108, 
112, 


270  I 
845  I 
530 
326  I; 
634 
907 
695 
.554 
015  I. 
572  I 
330  I 
064  ■ 


Quantity. 


10.5,254 

1.235 

170,803 

1,387,191 

469, 222 

1,598,565 

1,013,038 

209,-547 

257.344 
343; 905 
81,857 
192,099 

0,370 
11,819 
3,032 

30, 897 

100,742 

15,261 

718, 725 

194,630 

8,073,%4 

1,629 

4 ,  755 


112,391 

101,545 

249,085 

2,284,175 

17,269 

14,400 

.541,789 

166, 187 

81,.')29 

S;5,.360 

99, 620 

109, 192 

231,671 

278,521 

08,480 

52,204 

62,910 

10,727 

57, 774 

(13,  .392 

100,403 

17,920 

i:U,845 

107,208 

.549,4.34 

72,024 

138,273 

31,0.39 

.'•2,594 

Ul>i,  32i> 

115,741 

■23,4.34 

90,3.39 

130, 3.57 

47,:i52 

."1.V1,  <<»;  I 


317,080 
107,543 
23,102 

82,882 

130,617 

157,870 

548,934 

2,744 

.■.0,.522 
.551 

070,3.54  j 

71,038  i 

,526,808 

15,415 

15,470 

315,598 
10,038 
17,071 


1,276,441 

3,848 

2,353,110 


10,<>92 

(1, 508 

22, 181 

2:?,  294 


704 

203,127 


(11,922 
308,720 


19,342 
170,790 
4,0.5'^  , 

i7'.i,  .*.'•; , 


Value. 


?3.)0, 822 

44,207 
l:i0,!'(;i 
24ti,2(;s 
140,76s 
316,201 
1 77,5s  I 
765,  ."121 

681,960 
.59,84X 
772,400 
5iW,0ll 

26,65il 
105,249 
:i9,5ill 

76,  .351 
170,20.) 

37,9.V2 

M3,57l 

447,2("lil 

10,811,6'.i.", 

.Vt,12'i 

85, 7!»7 
176,42s 
308,  (V21 
177,115 

74,li,{ 

1.56,870 

152, 94s 

300, S4S 

2,524,027 

20,  ('.Os 

17.5,091 
(W,7lKI 
184, 24S 

93, 140 
1(IS,4:!(1 
Hl,(r,f) 
155,712 
311,223 
394;  (.2(1 
178,15'! 
17.5,073 

40,091 

91,74.-. 
171,047 
2tl4,4(.L' 
150, 794 

2«^36:^ 

220, 20^1 
164,  .V.2 
S79,99.5 

80,877 
133,246 

71,. 357 

72,302 
975,311 
131,26:1 

.5.'<,34'l 
lS0,S2't 
:t(ll,0()(. 

93,73.-| 
•  ■22,3K() 
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Articles. 


19U 


Quantity.       Value 


1010 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Manutaclured  articles— continued: 

Shoes 

Soap 

Stat  ionery 

Tea  chests 

Umbrellas 

Watches 

Metals: 

Barbed  wire , 

Rrass  ware 

Hardware 

Iron- 
Galvanized 

Hoop 

Lead- 
Pig 

Tea 

Nails  and  rivets 

Steel,  cast 

Steel  ware 

Tin  slabs 

Other 

Tobacco  and  manufactures: 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Tobacco — 

Manufactured 

Not  manufactured 

Raw  materials  and  miscellaneous: 

Coal 

Cotton- 
Raw 

Waste 

Hides 

Fertilizers 

Oil- 
Castor 

Kerosene 

Liquid  fuel 

Lubricating 

Petrol 

Precious  stones 

Rubber ; 

Seeds- 
Cotton : 

Tea 

Timber 

Other 

Textiles: 

Apparel 

Lace  and  net 

Piece  goods — 

Dved 

Bleached 

Gray 

Printed 

Muslin 

Other 

Silk  and  satin 

Thread 

Woolens 

Vam  and  twist,  dyed 

Mixed  material 

All  other 


...pairs. 

.hundredweight. 

cases. 

, number. 

dozen. 

number. 


.hundredweight. 

do... 

do... 


.do... 
.do... 

.do... 
-do... 
.do... 
-do... 
.do... 
.do... 


75,452 
29,061 
2,275 
3,221,127 
22,238 
14,424 

5,318 

1,997 

30,953 

78,919 
42,054 

96,073 
24,578 
32,618 
54,809 
591 
1,237 


.pounds. 
do... 


.do... 
.do... 


.tons. 


.hundredweight. 

do... 

do... 

do... 


....do... 
.gallons. 
do... 

...do... 

...do... 


214,840 
22,890 

17,327 
7,357 

641,580 

8,064 

2,401 

530 

1,571,892 

4,694, 

5,675,959 

7,514,182 

201,268 

007,774 


pounds.. 

.hundredweight. 

do... 

tons. 


3,005,906 

34,929 

654 

7,844 


.yards. 

..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 


1,929,%5 

14, 385, 944 
9,788,072 
4,742,470 
4,373,334 

78,547 


.yards. 
..cases. 


410,0-tl 
1,424 


.pounds. 


199,183 


Specie. 


Total. 


Grand  total. 


$92,273 
229,333 

90,021 
962,490 
113,049 

41,158 

20,509 

71,045 

393,481 

390,832 
17K,  325 

502, 822 
169,431 
132,149 
147, 170 
7,271 
48,659 
363, 128 

222,370 
22,572 

12,837 
2,116 

3,945,252 

73, OSS 

17,715 

3,920 

2,363,589 

34,205 
903,. 'WS 
365,677 

92, 154 

183,804 

101,043 

1,011,338 

06,946 

28,634 

308,087 

258,001 

292,659 
61,869 


53,0S9,r>40 
1,559,970 


54,0-19,510 


140,951 
27, 746 
3,080 
3,081,143 
27, 934 
13, 535 

10, 873 
2,829 
51,441 

53, 257 
51,970 

105, 297 
13,229 
33, 301 
55, 731 
488 
710 


2.56,779 
31,226 

23,423 
2,973 

575,677 

7,477 

1,082 

245 

2,025,063 

5,389 

4,960,780 

4,965,184 

262,743 

776,092 


4,409,182 

03,446 
1,384 
7,540 


2,236,653 

19,557,021 
10,142,209 
2,834,123 
7,764,96.'> 
133.427 


844,065 
1,442 


105,390 


$221,329 
3»,807 
141,041 

1,330,771 
175, 330 
49,305 

66,194 
127,941 
721,999 

417,907 
269, 308 

792, 237 
1.35,916 
191,005 
194,363 
12,412 
31,019 
499, 121 

346,382 
31,300 

19,819 
880 

4,859,721 

92,405 

11,190 

2,019 

3,026,803 

37,. 513 
1,100,730 
206,554 
116,898 
232,293 
113,254 
2,682^695 

60,484 

42, 172 

340,735 

308,928 

597,299 
107,797 

1,023,111 
732, 723 
202,050 
720, 404 
10, 589 
405, 298 
273, 8-13 
239, 120 
159,309 
36,030 
349,990 

0,097,728 


68,017,891 
2,707,404 


71,385,355 


Cotton,  Silk,  and  Woolen  Goods — Increased  Automobile  Imports. 

Imports  of  cotton  jjoods  rose  in  value  from  $3,070,820  in  1915  to 
$4,204,130  in  lOKi.  The  largest  increases  Avere  in  printed  piece  goods 
from  tlie  United  Kingdom  iind  dyed  piece  goods  from  British  India, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Netherlands.  Considerable  decreases  were 
shown  in  the  imports  of  cotton  waste,  bleached  and  gray  piece  goods, 
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yarn,  and  Lwisl.  Tlie^>c  decreases  were  not  due  to  :i  les-ened  (k'luaiid, 
l)ufc  to  difficulties  in  proourinc:  the  goods  overseas. 

There  vcas  also  an  increase  in  the  value  of  silk  goods  imported,  the 
value  for  191G  being  $273,843,  compared  Avith  $134,051  in  1915. 

"Woolen  goods  recovered  to  some  extent  from  the  serious  drop  in 
1015.  High  prices  prevailed,  but  nevertheless  the  total  value  was 
much  below  normal.  The  value  of  imports  in  1010  Avas  S159.3G(>, 
compared  with  $97,104  in  1015. 

There  were  500  motor  cars  imported  in  1010,  compared  Avith  200  in 
1915,  459  in  1914,  and  407  in  1913.  The  United  States  supplied  520 
cars  out  of  the  590  imported  in  1010.  The  increase  of  duty  from  5^- 
per  cent  to  33i  per  cent  failed  to  check  imports;  however,  the  100  per 
cent  duty  imposed  early  in  1917  is  proving  prohibitiA-e.  This  increase 
in  duty  does  not  apply  to  motor  trucks  or  motor  cycles. 

Imports  of  Metals — Kerosene  and  Gasoline. 

There  Avas  a  large  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  of  metals  and 
metal  Avare  OA'cr  the  previous  year,  the  figures  for  1910  shoAving 
$3,407,118,  as  against  $2,428,274  'in  1915.  The  United  Kingdom  fur- 
nished 55i  per  cent  of  the  value,  Burma  17  per  cent  (chiefly  supplies 
of  pig  lead),  and  the  United  States  12  per  cent.  Supplies  of  gal- 
vanized iron,  barbed  wire,  nails,  liardAvare,  hoop  iron,  and  cast  steel 
from  the  United  States  shoAved  good  increases.  Imports  of  iron 
drums  and  tanks,  tea  lead,  silverware,  tin  slabs,  and  corrugated  iron 
showed  decreases.  The  most  important  item  is  liardAvare,  Avhicli 
shoAved  an  import  value  of  $721,999,  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  quantity  of  kerosene  oil  imported  in  1010  failed  to  maintain 
the  record  made  in  1015  and  fell  slightly  beloAV  the  figures  for  1014: 
the  value,  hoAveAcr,  showed  an  increase.  The  decrease  Avas  chiefly  in 
imports  from  the  TJnited  States,  Avliich  dropped  by  nearly  2,500,000 
gallons,  as  against  an  increase  of  1,600,000  gallons  from  Borneo. 

Gasoline  imports  recovered  from  the  slump  in  1015  and  reached 
the  record  figure  of  776,002  gallons.  Very  little  gasoline  is  imported 
from  the  United  States,  the  chief  source  of  supply  being  Borneo. 
The  rebate  of  duty  allowed  to  consumers  of  gasoline  and  kerosene  oil 
as  a  source  of  motiA'c  power  Avas  abolished  in  September,  1010,  except 
in  the  case  of  stationary  engines  and  motor  trucks  used  for  conveying 
goods. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  and  gasoline  by  countries  for  the  years 
1015  and  1010  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 


Kerosene: 

Hulk  oil 

Borneo     (I'xcluding 

British) 

Persia 

Sumatra 

United  States 

Case  oil 

Borneo  (excluding 
British) 


191) 


OaUonn. 
4,  HI, 931 

267, 2:.0 
1,27.>,2:30 


2,569,471 
1,564,008 


19IG 


Gallons. 
3,635,222 

1,837,926 

1,139,867 

200, 779 

4.50.650 

1,32.3,564 


Countries. 


Kerosene— Continued. 
Bulk  oil— Continued. 

Briti.<h  India 

Uu.'Jsia  in  Europe 


1915 


Gallon-i. 
22 
3 


,936  1      184,076 


United  States 1, .'■>j6,017 

Gasoline 607,774 

Borneo  (.oxLluding  Brit- 
ish)  I  564,214 

Sumatra 11,880 

United  States I  31,680 


1916 


Gallons. 


l,141,4S.s 
776,092 

690,  iVi'i 
81,477 
3,900 


The  Coal  Trade — Other  Imports. 

Colombo  is  an  important  l)imkering  station  and  as  a  conse_q_uenco 
requires  considerable  coal  >iipplic>.     The  impnris  fell  l«»  575.t;77  t(ms 
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in  191G  from  04:1,586  tons  in  1915.  These  figures  exclude  imports  of 
Admiralty  and  CcA'lon  Government  coal,  which  in  1910  were  170,775 
and  120,307  tonSj'rcspectiveh'.  About  80  i^er  cent  of  Ihc  coal  is 
l)rought  from  India,  the  remainder  coming  from  British  African 
possessions,  the  United  Kingdom,  Mozambique,  Japan,  and  Cochin 
China.  Welsh  coal  is  practically  unobtainable  except  for  govern- 
ment purposes. 

The  year's  iuiports  of  cement  auiounted  to  315,598  hundredweight, 
or  15,7^-4  hundredweight  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  United 
Kingdom  supplied  155,988  hundredweight,  Japan  130,623,  and  Hong- 
kong and  Denmark  most  of  the  remainder. 

Fertilizers   (known  locally  as  manures)   showed  a  large  increase 
in  imports  for  1910,  except  groundnut  cake,  which  comes  from  India. 
Of  the  fertilizers  supplied  by   foreign  countries,  superphosphates 
came  from  Japan,  and  nitrate  of  soda  from  Japan  and  Chile. 
Ceylon's  Export  Trade  by  Articles. 

The  value  of  Ceylon's  exports  in  1910  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  record  year  of  1915.  This  increase  was  almost  entirely  due 
to  larger  shipments  of  rubber  and  graphite,  both  articles  being  in 
great  demand  as  necessities  of  war.  Rubber  enhanced  only  slightly 
m  value,  but  plmnbago  brought  record  prices,  quotations  f.  o.  b. 
Colombo  for  large  and  ordinary  lumps  averaging  $284  per  ton. 

Tea  and  rubber  alone  comprised  73  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  exports, 
followed  in  order  of  importance  by  plumbago,  copra,  coconut  oil, 
and  desiccated  coconut. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  (excluding  specie) 
from  Ceylon  in  1915  and  1910  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Aninml3,  live number. 

Areca  nuts hundredweight. 

Cacao do... 

Cardamoms do . . . 

Cinnamon do... 

Coconuts: 

Desiccated do. . . 

Frcsh number. 

CoRec hundredweight. 

Coir: 

Fiber do... 

Uopc 00... 

Yam do... 

Copra do... 

Fertilizers do. . . 

Fish,  cured do. . . 

Kitul  (fiber) clo. . . 

Oils,  vegetable: 

Ciimamon ounces. 

Cilronella pounds. 

Coconut hundredweight. 

Palravra  liber do... 

Plumbago do. . . 

Poonac do. . . 

Rubber pounds . 

Shells,  chank number. 

Bkins,  dressed himdrcd weight. 

Tea poimds. 

Textiles 

Timber tons. 

Tobacco pounds. 

All  other 


1915 


Quantity. 


227 

171,854 

S8,843 

5, 190 

57,007 

349,009 

5,827,669 

185 

195,743 

21,491 

97, 343 

1,208,529 

2, 581 

4,310 

1,802 

101,035 

1,698,684 

501,510 

2.588 

436,351 

219, 292 

51,526,730 

1,512, 9.V) 

7,509 

215,632,727 


2,927 
3,119,188 


Total... 


Value. 


SI  1,673 

1,0W),460 

1,015,133 

272,339 

048,111 

2,805,336 

104,102 

1,800 

192, 125 

f.9,724 

;{34,3GG 

5,72S.475 

4,221 

30,116 

32,592 

13, 427 

480,337 

4,204,337 

20, 577 

2,509,434 

323,245 

27,001,005 

19,6:14 

151,073 

39, 729, 404 

48,447 

27,771 

188,048 

1,346,711 

88,092,283 


1916 


Quantity.         Value 


445 

123,20-') 

73,245 

3,901 

44,758 

306,149 

4,094,297 

30 

215,444 

15,109 

80.912 

1,309,939 

1,226 

2,070 

1,590 

183,006 

1,366,014 

323,017 

2,094 

008,210 

80,386 

58,504,835 

1,520,511 

S,146 

203,256,347 


2,429 
2, 752, 195 


S15,17i 
908,906 
916,543 
102,831 
407,389 

2,824,330 

135, 583 

560 

202, OSS 

49,019 

202, 243 

7,094.850 

2,042 

32,601 

30,912 

10,083 

421,064 

2,  SOS,  COS 

1C.,44G 

7,2<JS,123 

121,191 

36,218,864 

35,112 

179,594 

34,151,949 

138,857 

27,980 

160,931 

1,789,409 

96,520,835 
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From  tho  above  tabic  it  will  be  noted  that  the  value  of  rubber 
exports  in  191G  exceeded  that  of  tea  by  more  than  $2,000,000.  It  is 
explained,  however,  that  of  the  total  Ceylon  exports  of  rubber, 
$2,G3G,145  worth  represented  reexports  from  the  Straits  Settlements 
and  British  India.  Besides  these  rubber  reexports,  $1,473,753  of 
the  total  exports  of  $90,520,835  represented  various  items  of  trans- 
shipment, mostly  from  India. 

Slight  Decline  in  Tea  Trade. 

Compared  with  the  record  figures  of  1015,  the  lOlG  tea  crop,  on 
account  of  unfavorable  weather  in  the  earlj^  months,  showed  a  slight 
decline.  The  production  figures,  however,  were  well  abov(^  those  of 
any  year  except  1915.  Prices  fell  below  the  1915  figures  but  never- 
theless remained  highly  remunerative,  the  average  price  per  pound 
in  191G  being  IG.S  cents  (American  gold)  compared  with  18.4  cents 
in  1915.  Only  4,000,000  of  the  203,000,000  pounds  exported  repre- 
sented green  tea,  Ceylon  tea  being  black. 

The  largest  increases  in  the  exports  of  tea  were  to  Russia,  China, 
and  Egypt,  each  country  shoAving  an  increase  of  more  than  2,000,000 
pounds.  The  notable  decreases  were  to  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
with  3,024,839  and  2,820,741  pounds,  respectively,  less  tlian  the  previ- 
ous 3'ear. 

Increased  Production  of  Rubber — Advance  in  Prices. 

In  1908  the  shipments  of  Ceylon  rubber  amounted  to  7,808  hun- 
dredweight of  112  pounds;  eight  j'ears  later,  in  1916,  the  figures  in- 
creased to  48G,G90  hundredweight,  exceeding  the  previous  record  year 
of  1915  by  50,942  hundredweight.  The  export  value  of  Ceylon-grown 
rubber  was  onlj-  slightly  behind  that  of  tea,  and,  if  the  same  relative 
increase  continues,  rubber  Avill  be  considerabl}'  in  the  lead  by  another 
year. 

Average  rubber  prices  from  1912  to  191 G  were  as  follows:  89  cents 
(American  gold)  per  pound  in  1912,  G2  cents  in  1913,  4G  cents  in 
1914,  54  cents  in  1915,  and  58  cents  in  191G.  First  (jualit}^  crepe  until 
the  middle  of  May,  191G,  was  auctioned  at  from  about  1  cent  to 
3  cents  above  smoked  sheets,  but  from  then  until  the  close  of  the  year 
both  grades  sold  at  about  the  same  prices.  Medium  and  good  scrap 
crepes  sold  well  all  the  year,  being  anyAvhere  from  3  to  10  cents  below 
the  standard  first  qualities.  Plain  biscuits,  of  which  very  little  is  now 
produced,  sold  at  about  3  cents  per  pound  below  standard  crepes. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  ex])ort  history  of  the  colony,  the  United 
States  took  more  Ce3don-grown  rubber  than  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  American  purchases  being  2G,23G,435  pounds  :uul  the  I7nited 
Kingdom's  24,G9G,285  pounds,  the  two  countries  consuming  close  to 
94  per  cent  of  the  colony's  entire  rubber  production. 
Products  of  the  Coconut  Palm — Decrease  in  Cacao  Exports. 

The  coconut  is  the  one  staple  Ceylon  product  that  lias  been  seriously, 
affected  by  war  conditions.  The  total  value  of  all  coconut  products 
exported  'in  191G  amounted  to  $13,080,474,  as  against  $13,928,191  in 
1915  and  $16,081,083  in  the  record  year  1913.  With  the  exception 
of  copra,  coir  fiber,  and  desiccated  coconut  every  item  of  coconut 
produce  showed  a  decline,  coir  filjer  increasing  in  (|nan(ity  while 
desiccated  coconut  decreased  in  quantity  but  increa.sod  in  vahie. 
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Coconut  oil  was  partiiularlv  alioctoil  ii.  li'lCi.  I(  sliowt-d  a  decrease- 
in  yahio  of  exports  of  more  llian  30  per  cent  compared  uitli  lOl.j. 
uliich  Avas  also  a  poor  year.  Tlie  exports  Averc  the  lowest  in  10  years! 
In  tlic  beginninir  of  the  year  the  price  of  oil  readied  $-201)  per  long 
ton  but  toAvard  September  fell  to  $140  per  ton;  in  December  it  re- 
covered to  $182.  The  exports  of  coconut  oil  to  the  United  States 
fell  to  $lG2,5GJt  in  lOlG,  compared  with  $1,109,107  in  1915  and  $2,207.- 
088  in  1914.  Preference  in  freight  space  for  other  products  and 
Government  restrictions  were  factors  in  reducing  the  expoxts,  and 
it  is  reported  locally  that  there  was  a  lessened  demand  for  Ceylon 
coconut  oil  in  the  United  States. 

The  cacao-growing  area  ranges  from  .jOO  to  1,800  feet  above  .sea 
level.  There  arc  about  22,000  acres  under  cacao,  mostly  in  the  liandi 
of  English  planters.  The  value  of  cacao  exports  decreased  approxi- 
mately 10  per  cent  compared  Avith  the  previous  year.  The  average 
price  for  all  grades  during  1910  Avas  $12..52  per  hundredweight.  Xo. 
1  quality  ranging  as  high  as  $20,  and  No.  2  as  low  as  $9.75. 

Exports  of  cacao  to  the  Philippines  increased  Ijy  5,000  hmidrcd- 
wcight;  while  there  was  a  decline  of  more  than  14,000  hundred- 
weight in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  takes  most  of 
the  exports. 

Cinnamon,  Tobacco,  and  Other  Products. 

The  cinnamon  industry  suffered  on  account  of  low  prices,  the 
finer  grades  of  quills  remaining  unsold  for  lack  of  a  market.  Ex- 
ports of  ordinary  grade  cinnamon  quills  amounted  to  2,170,970 
pounds,  about  half  of  the  quantity  for  1915,  the  prices  obtained 
ranging  from  8  cents  (gold)  to  10  cents  per  pound,  which  is  said  to 
be  approximately  the  cost  of  production.  Cinnamon  oil  exports 
showed  an  increase  in  both  quantity  and  value.  Exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  United  States,  and  Spain  decreased,  owing  to  war 
restrictions  and  shipping  shortage,  but  there  was  a  large  increase 
in  exports  to  France.  ,. 

Shipments  of  manufactured  tobacco  decreased  in  value  from 
$188,048  in  1915  to  $100,931  in  1910.  The  island  has  for  three  years 
had  the  services  of  an  ^Vinerican  tobacco  expert  and  has  engaged 
another  American  to  continue  the  tobacco  experiments,  Avith  the  vIcav 
of  iinproving  the  quality  and  cultivation  of  the  Ceylon  product. 

Citronella  oil  expoi-ts  decreased  .someAvhat,  oAving  chiefly  to  high 
freights  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  drums.  The  price  fluctuated  con- 
siderably, but  the  average  of  28  cents  Avas  2  cents  above  that  of 
1915.  The  distribution  shoAvs  a  decrease  of  200,000  pounds  in  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States. 

Approximately  $1,000,000  worth  of  areca  nuts  Avere  exported  in 
1910,  ])rincipally  to  India.  Other  native  products  on  the  Avhole 
shoAved  normal  conditions  dining  the  year,  although  rice  suffered 
in  some  districts.  As  not  enough  rice'^  is  cultivated  in  Ceylon  to 
supi)ly  the  Avants  of  the  natives,  some  is  inqiorted  from  other 
countries. 

Mineral  Production  of  Ceylon. 

Plumbago,  Ceylon's  most  speculative  industry,  had  a  phMionienal 
year  oAving  to  the  demand  created  bv  the  Avar.'  The  total  quantity 
shipped  in  1910  was  00H.210  hundredweight,  valued  at  $7,298,128.  as 
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compared  with  430,351  hundredweight,  vahied  at  $2,509,434,  in 
1915.  Tliroc- fourths  of  the  total  exports  went  to  the  United  States, 
about  18  per  cent  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  and  nearly 
all  of  the  remainder  to  Russia.  France  is  said  to  get  her  supplies 
from  Madagascar. 

During  1910  the  average  price  of  large  and  ordinary  hunps  of 
plumbago  was  $283  per  ton  (English  ton  of  2,240  pounds)  and  that 
of  chipft,  dust,  and  Hying  dust  $155.  The  best  grades  of  ordinary 
lump  ^old  for  as  high  as  $500  per  ton.  Plumbago  for  many  5^ears 
has  been  subject  to  an  export  duty  of  $1.02  per  ton.  This  was  re- 
placed on  August  2,  1910,  by  an  export  duty  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
(A  report  on  the  plumbago  situation  in  Ceylon  was  published  in 
Co-MMERCE  IxEi'OUTS  for  Oct.  4,  1917.) 

The  market  for  stones  was  poor,  owing  chiefly  to  the  absence  of 
tourists  who  make  purchases  of  gems.  On  account  of  high  insur- 
ance rates,  sending  stones  on  consignment  has  not  proved  \ery  prac- 
ticable. 

Besides  plumbago  and  precious  stones,  no  minerals  are  exported 
from  Ceylon.  During  1910  a  survey  was  completed  in  search  of 
monazite  sands,  but  no  deposits  of  sufficient  value  to  work  were 
found.  Newlv-found  areas  of  sedimentary  rocks  in  the  northwest 
of  the  island  were  surveyed  in  the  hope  of  discovering  oil  or  coal- 
bearing  beds,  but  without  results. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United 
States  in  1910  greatl}'  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year.  These  ex- 
ports, exclusive  of  returned  American  goods,  w'ere  valued  at  $28,- 
857,305,  as  compared  with  $17,774,707  in  1915  and  $10,983,925  in 
1914. 

The  largest  increases  were  shown  in  exports  of  rubber,  plmnbago, 
and  desiccated  coconut,  rubber  rising  in  value  from  $11,449,319  in 
1915  to  $18,947,782  in  1910.  Plumbago  increased  in  quantity  from 
13,008  tons  to  2.5,237  tons,  and  in  value  from  $1,957,197  to  $0,922,081. 

The  largest  decreases  were  shown  in  exports  of  coconut  oil  and  tea. 
Cocomit  oil  was  practically  mider  embargo  to  all  neutral  countries, 
and  tea  crops  in  Ceylon  were  beloAv  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The'  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to 
the  United  States  and  the  Philippines  in  1915  and  1910,  according 
to  the  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo : 


Arliclcs. 

1915 

1910 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Cardamoms 

Cardamom  seeds 

pounds.. 

do    . . 

140,842 

«63,155 

82,467 

4,528 

901,310 

020,774 

132,058 

8,73;j,700 

2,042,520 

07,200 

35,904 

654,43.1 

155 

162,480 

5,381 

932,421 
2,770 

Cinnamon 

Citronclla  oil 

Cacao 

Coconut,  df.sictfl     1 

Coconut  oil 

Coir  yarn 

Crof  (in  seeds 

Crude  dniRs 

Filx-r,  mat  tress 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

tons.. 

1,595,099 

914,894 

529,618 

4,  SS9, 947 

15,878,937 

212,959 

24,721 

065,400 

409 

123,200 

0,005 

198, 175 

274,040 

70,913 

325,331 

1,109,107 

10,058 

2,253 

21,019 

10,504 

2,938 

20,400 

113,248 

201,655 

18,804 

500,350 

162,561 

2,563 

2,720 

37,814 

2,773 

Fiber,  twisted 

I'apaiu 

poimds. . 

do 

2,437 

10,051 

10 
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TO  UNITED  STATES-CnlinUCd. 

Pliiniliapo Ions. . 

Preeioiis  stones 

Rubber pounds. . 

Tea do 

Tea  llufl do. . . . 

Another 


Toial. 


1915 


Quantity. 


13,008 


:.'0, 980,  "0.J 

10,  ri02,  (.37 

279,300 


T'l    rllll.ll'IMNI".   1SI,AND><. 

Cinnanioii pounds. 

Cilronolla  oil do I  494 

Cacao do i  044,  .552 

Coffee do. ...  1, 120 

Pepper do ' 

Tea do....  08,727 


Value. 


$1,W7, 197 

24, 158 

11,449,319 

•-',  ir.0,541 

11,370 

3,629 


17,774,767 


Total . 


147 

122.009 

281 


16,379 


138,870 


1916 


Quantity.       Value. 


25,237 


M,  473, 588 

8,309,369 

675,009 


195 

2,014 
1,504,267 


500 
.80,429 


to,  922,  CM 

192, 30^ 

18,947,782 

1,59<'>,041 

41,01>i 

2,28^J 

28,857,30o 


*il3 
210,  Ml 


01 
17,800 


234,7.TJ 


Market  for  American  Goods. 

Imports  to  Ceylon  direcl.  from  llic  rnitod  States  increa.-^t'd  in 
value  ai)proximately  $1,000,000,  being  valued  at  $-2,509,006  in  lUK". 
and  $1,507,083  in  1015,  Of  the  foreiifn  countries,  Japan  alone  \va-- 
ahead  of  the  United  States  as  a  competitor  in  the  markets  of  Ceylon. 

There  is  a  j^eneral  shortage  in  Ceylon  in  many  lines  of  drugs,  such 
as  quinine,  salts,  suli^huric  and  carbolic  acids,  permanganate  of 
])otash,  and  other  disinfectants.  Acetic  acid  (used  in  coagulation  of 
rubber  and  obtained  chiefly  from  Japan)  has  greatly  advanced  in 
price.  Paints  are  scarce  and  high  priced,  having  advanced  over 
50  per  cent.  Building  materials  in  general  have  also  advanced  fully 
50  per  cent  in  price.  Steel  and  iron  goods  are  difficult  to  j)rocur('. 
and  zinc  "svare,  solder,  lead,  brass  ware,  and  plated  goods  have  in 
cases  gone  up  in  price  more  than  100  per  cent.  Printing  paper, 
leather  goods,  clothing,  soaps,  and  glassware  arc  among  the  article.-^ 
needed  in  Ceylon  at  ])resent  which  might  ho  imi^orted  from  ilic 
United  States. 

Although  it  can  not  be  expected  that  American  cars  will  continue 
to  share  close  to  90  per  cxnt  of  the  local  automobile  trade  after  the 
Nvar,  it  is  the  opinion  of  Ceylon  dealers  Ihat  the  American  car  has 
come  to  stay.  An  automobile  service  station  in  charge  of  an  Ameri- 
can mechanic  would  do  much  to  retain  the  Ceylon  market  for  Ameri- 
can cars. 

Merchandise  Marks  Ordinance — American  Trade  Extension. 

All  goods  imi)orted  to  Ceylon  must  be  i)lainly  marked  with  re.specl 
to  where  made.  This  ordinance  h*as  been  etl'ectivc  for  several  years, 
but  was  strictly  enforced  during  1910,  with  the  result  that  124  cases 
of  infringement  were  delected.  The  goods  are  usually  released  after 
being  marked  with  the  name  of  the  country  of  origin  on  payment 
of  a  ])cnalty.  and  conliscation  is  enforced  onl\'  in  ilagrant  cases.  It 
is  imi)()r(ant  thai  "American  exporters  lake  care  that  goods  ship])ed 
to  Ceylon  arc  plainly  marked  as  lo  country  of  origin. 

The  war  has  largely  iiullilied  the  well-known  handicaps  to  Ameri- 
can trade,  iiainelv.  the  hick"  of  American  banking  and  shipping  fa- 
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cilities,  but  the  time  will  come  again  when  these  two  factors  will 
to  a  great  extent  decide  whether  the  United  States  will  maintain  or 
improve  its  present  position  as  a  supplier  of  manufactured  goods  to 
Ceylon. 

it  Avould  seem  that  a  growing  business,  already  about  $30,000,000, 
between  Ceylon  and  the  United  States  should  justify  the  establish- 
ment of  an  American  bank  in  Ceylon.  It  would  help  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  in  financing  American  trade,  which  during  the  past  year 
has  been  serious  at  times.  At  present  American  exporters  rightly 
insist  upon  confirmed  credit  American  port  of  shipment,  but  after 
the  war  it  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  to  grant  at  least  as  liberal 
terms  as  pajmient  against  documents  Colombo,  in  Avhich  case  a  local 
American  bank  Avould  greatly  facilitate  transactions.  It  is  hoped 
American  interests  will  seriously  look  into  the  feasibility  of  estab- 
lishing an  American  bank  in  Colombo. 

Shipping  Movements. 

The  inauguration  of  a  bimonthly  shipping  service  direct  to  Ceylon 
by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  is  a  good  beginning  in  giving 
shippers  opportunity  to  send  American  goods  in  American  bottoms. 
It  is  understood  that  two  ships,  tlie  Santa  Cruz  and  the  Colusa^  will 
sail  between  San  Francisco  and  Colombo  via  Honolulu,  Manila, 
Singapore,  and  Calcutta.  The  service  will  be  both  passenger  and 
freight.  It  is  believed  that  if  a  similar  service  were  started  between 
Colombo  and  New  York  via  the  INIediterranean  it  Avould  prove  to  be 
a  great  boon  to  American-Indian  trade  after  the  war. 

The  distribution  of  vessels  according  to  nationality,  omitting  war- 
ships and  vessels  calling  to  coal,  for  1915  and  191G,  is  shown  in  the 
following:  table : 


Nationality. 


British.. 
Colonial. 


TotaO  British. 


Amoricau'.'.'. 

Bclpian 

Chinese . . , . . 

Danish 

Utitch 

French 

(ircek 

Italian 

Japanese 

Norwegian.. 
Iloumanian. 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 


Total,  foreign . 


1915 


Number.        Tons 


1,103 

1,847 


2,950 


14 
S,3 
92 
1 
IS 
139 
54 


3,508,012 
26S,938 


8,776,950 


11,745 
1,800 


37, 249 

302, 279 

320, 650 

2,  4S9 

50, 15 J 
.073,. 542 

CO, 173 


13,614 
65,283 
30, 767 


1916 


Number,  i     Tons. 


1,652 
1,372 


3,024 


3,364,847 
106,646 


3,471,493 


14,062 


3 
11 
47 
80 

1 

15 
102 
79 

1 

3 
23 
14 


383 


3,666 

31,694 

122  691 

349,804 

1,939 

44,166 

341,517 

108,070 

1,452 

.5,319 

58,628 

32,848 


1,115,858 
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